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The Rev. Micliacl Keane prepares for noon Mass athis church oftwo weeks, Holy Name ofMary in Croton-on-Huilson, N.Y.

Healing a Parish's Double Wounc
Priest Takes Over a Flock That Feels Twice Betrayed

ny DAVtO W. CItFN

» l?fiION.()N-HI'l)SON. N Y., April 10
— Hf frol'i lik" n pnsioral pinch-hiUor in
nrr't iif roinpii-isinn am! a ciimpnss. the
way lie- w!is >5iid(l'V)ly nr<lerr<l co load a
pntKli [lint hp hn<l nevrr sr; fnot in
i)p|()ic.

He diif's noi hnvp ihr koys U)the safe rtr
thr rptniiif cnn(n>l to the Raragp at his
new ((iiarlors horo, tiocriiise (he priest he
rrpinrrd lofi <!n hn-itiiy. Ho nico feels
Mnrnnifnri;ihle with hi-s new bedroom
nnti nfficr. wliich viill cnlnin his prede
cessor's pprstmal rffocis, like unopened
mnil. antl a compiilcr using screen sav
ers i)f sniiMnf! parishioners. Biil al least
he ran rrly on what he calls his "iransi-
tinnal d.-sk," a 127.(mO-niitE> l>odHe

^3®

Sicalih rranmird iviih holy oils, a copy nf
the Pastoral Caro of the Sick and other
eciimenlral esseniials.

If ever thf?re was an nxampio of some
one's l>elng ihnist into an awkward sltiia-
Iton with awesome responsibility, then it
would be hard to lop (he Rev. Michael
Keane, who replaced Ihe Rev. Kenneth
Jesselli last week ns the pa.slnr at the
Holy Name of Mary Church.

Last week, Father Jesselli abruptly
loft the parish, and is believed lo be one
of six priests forced hy Ihe Roman Catho
lic Archdiocese of New York lo abandon
their official duties because of past alle-
fjalions of sexual misconduct. In a state-
tnenl read from the pulpit by Fniher
Kenne, the archdiocesc said only that

Father .lesselli had hren asked to leave

the parish "due to an allegallon of in
appropriate behavior from his past."

But as parishioners around the region
struggle to adapt, what makes Father
Keane's transition alt the more delicate

is thai Father Jesselli had replaced Fa
ther Gcnnaro Gentile, who had himself
been repeatedly accused of sexual im
proprieties, givinfi this Westchester vil
lage a dubious double distinction.

So far. many parishioners say that
they are impressed with Father Keane.
Some, a little more wary of anyone offi
cially affiliated with the archdiocese,
have harsh words for the institutional
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Mary Cohen prays
for guidance at the
cluirch. "It's like be

ing in a darkened
rootn," she .said of
the scandal. Two

priests at the church
have left after mis

conduct allegations.
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finiKlllMR of the Rcnndal. And others
toss oul words like "•(iisnppoimed."
"cuitrnRr-tr" and "confiiscd" when as-
w<:>:inR an over-widening scnndal
fhni ilicy fpel has iinfnirly be
smirched (heir village's g(H)d name.

"Il's like hojng in a darkened
rooTii." said Maiy Cohen, dlreclor of
Ihe Holy Name of Mary Mnnlessori
SrluKil, which iri ncxl door lo (he
chnrch- "You don"! know what's
norih. soulh, east or wcsl. So your
lipst prnipclion :s to stay still, and
you wail for Ihe light lo turn on."

Anil {"athor Kf-anc, for one, senses
iho disnppointmenl. and omhraces
Ihe dniihts as "the most difficult
chnllcnRo of n»y fifo."

"The irusi ne<»ds in he restored,
hecausp people are hHrUng," said
Failirr Kenne, while preparing for
noon Ma-ss on WWnesda^. "Coming
nil Ihe heels nf the last iwo, r was
nxperiinn sort of wariness, hp-
rniise you wonder: 'Here comes an
other one What's his background?'
You do wonder."

With a Gothic-style edifice that
•joaf: as the hiphest sirucliirc in this
viilnee's flowniov/n. and a roster of
l,2nn familirs, Iho Holy Name nf
Mary Church is a dominant presence
in this hilly suburb of 7,fino people
locaifd abnui jn miles north nf Man-
hniian li c-nnT< as a shock several
\ ''nrs a^o when parishinners learned
I'ini l-allier nentile. a very popular
fiHiin-' ni town, first accused nf
improperly loiicliina boys in the
l"W<;, Many credited him wiili fos-
I'TiuR a low-key, inclusive adnos-
pbere.
•• Indreil. as recently as last year,
rome lonpjime parishioners still
askpd Faiher Gentile lo officiate at
wp<1dinRs or funprals —even though
oneof Iheaccusin;; families recently

its lawsuit with the archdio-
cc'se. And while Father .lesselli had
b'-nn at the church for loss than Iwo
vpar":. he, ino. had struck some as a
d'-reni. if quiet, leader.

"I have nnibiuR but the highesc
I'ofiartIfor both Ihose gentlemen, and
r had no signs nf .my impropriety,"
.said James ShevliJi. a lelecommuni-
rnlion'! manager who leaches a
ihird-grado faiholic education class
ai Ihechurch. "I think Iho way most
Americans should (hink, which is.
(niioceni until proven guilty."

Oiher parishioners or former pa- i
ri^hionrrs, ihough. said that they i
gradiially grew disillusioned with
('nf> or hoih men, Some saiilthat ihey i
iransferred <uu of the church's par- |
Ish school, which is defunct, or oven j
out of Ihe church iiself, saiil Colleen
Coven, a co-owner of Ihe Coxen Sis- (
ITS doli hef, whose family had at- f

outrage at the archdioccsc after nvo pncsts in arow left ami.l nn.sconcluct allrgaticns.

(ended Holy Name for years but no
longer does,

H has come as relief lo some that
Ihcarrhtliocrse saitl (hat Iheallega
tions against Father .lesselli were
from his past —pre-Croioii. presum
ably. SI ill, a largemajorityofparish
ioners interviewed liere said lha(
they had lost faith in ihe archdio
cese's an ions and inlenlions.

"I think the archdiocese Is out the
window light now." said Suzanne
Slevens. a real estate broker who is
also a music director at the church
"How dare (hey — on (he heels of
Father .lerry - bring in Father
Ken? Ami did(hoy know? They need
to answer, and I hope we have a
strong enough voice to make some
change."

Already, some parishioners have
tried lo deliver a message. On Sun
day, Georgiana Gram, a longiimc
parishioner who is also a memlwr of
the village Board of Tnisfees,
changed her tegular weekly contri
butionfrom$20 lo$0—and wrole(he
word "zeio" on her check. And the
flier from the archdioce.se announc
ing Cardinal Edward M. Kgan's $15
million appeal only grated on her
more.

And now, Inio this maw steps Fa
ther Keano, who had never been (o
Croton before, except maybe when
passing thiough along Route 9,

Theson ofa relired New York City
police officer, Faiher Koane played
football au<l lacrosse while growing

up in Rockland Counly, briefly stud
ied Inisiness a( Manhattan College
and played drums in a Southern
rock-influenced band called Souih-
paw before lurning to Ihe priesthood.

For (he last seven years. Father
Keane, who turns -li on Friday,
(aught religion and p.sychology. as
well as working as a strenglti and
condilioning coach, at Our l.ady of
Lourdes High School in Poughkeep-
sie. Then, (wo weeks ago. he received
a call at 9 p.m.from Ihe archdiocese,
ordering him to report to Croton at 8
(he nex( morning. It was an emer-
gpncy. Hedidn'i know why, cxaclly.
He didn't have time, even, lo say
goodbye lo his sludpnis.

Last weekend, he was asked to
read a form leller during Mass from
the archdiocese regarding the sexual
abuse allegations. He still has no idea
where Father .lesselli _ or Father
Gentile, for thai matter —might he.

On Monday, Father Keane will be
part of a special meeting for parish
ioners lo express iheir opinions
about Ihe scandal. And ho says thai
he welcomes a litlle "righteous in
dignation," for he, (00, has been dis-
appoin(c<i by the archdiocese.

"I can sec why it's harder (o trust
insiiluiions," he said, "it's like Ihe
government in Ihe 'fid's, and the
church in 201)2. If they're planninga
tour of reconciliation, we should bo
Stop One."

But so far. Father Keane has been
surprise<l and heartened by (he

warm reception. Some people have
offered him dinner, or a rrKimfor ihe
night. One parishioner even donaied
a ceil phone, knowing ihai Father
Keane will nred (o s(ay conneclcti to
many people. And ai noon Mass on
Wednesday, one longiimc parishio
ner, Helen McGralh, hugged Father
Keano. Iwfore joking thai peihaps
she shouldn't have done thai.

Reyond the spiritual work. Ihero is
also (he praclical matter of moving
from I'oughkeepsie lo Crnion. Fa
ther Keane plans to box up some
worldly possessions iliis wnekend,
but may need to shulllo bark and
forth for several more werks, at
least — parifciilarly since he made
promises to high school stndf^nis In
attend Iheir graduation and partici
pate in a few other pastoral aclivities
as well.

Ai Iho reclory in Croton, mean
while, there are still some things be
has lo adjust to. On his first day, he
literally walked into a closet. Ih' also
has many minor questions aljoul
whether ^^^ther Jesselli owns the
couches, Ihe dresser or any number
of other objects Ihrongbout the Tu
dor-style house.

After all, vestiges of Father .les
selli still lo(un. Acouplenfdays after
Faster, Falher Keane noticed a blue
envelope in the office. It had not yet
been opened, and il read; "Happy
Faster, Falher Ken."


